Minutes for

Town of Hanson 

Board of Health Meeting

 Tuesday, July 1, 2014


Meeting Start Time: 6:30 pm

Place: 
2nd floor Hearing room


Hanson Town Hall, 542 Liberty Street, Hanson, MA 02341

Having a quorum, Mr. Amado called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.
Present: Chairman Amado, Mr. McSweeney, Mr. Edgehille, Ms. Tramontana & Ms. Cocio

REVIEW OF AGENDA
Read and sign all mail, permits, warrants and expense vouchers.
NEW BUSINESS

I. New Business:
1. Discuss Board of Health meeting schedule. The next meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, July 22, 2014 at 6:30pm.
2. Propane Tanks @ Transfer Station – The tanks will be picked up by Rindge Propane of NH.  A pickup is scheduled for July 7, 2014.
3. S.S.R.C. contract – Per Claire at SSRC, contract length is always 5 years.  Mr. Edgehille does not see the need to have a contract of that length.  The Board would like to invite SSRC to the next meeting to discuss length of contract.  Should the Board decide to renew the contract the BOH would vote to renew the contract because the money comes from the T.S. budget.  The BOS would need to sign the contract.  
4. 123 Richard Road – Brad Silver came before the Board to see if the Board would allow for a White Knight System to be installed.  The Board has no problem with that system.  Send proposed plans to Jim Donovan for review and comment.
MEETING ADJOURNED AND MOVED TO SELECTMENS MEETING ROOM.  
5. Septic plans before the Board for approval
a. 476 County Road – Deed Restriction – Using an I.A., an alternative system, which requires a deed restriction.  Motion made by Mr. McSweeney, second by Mr. Edgehille. Approve 3-0
b. 505 Liberty Street – The Board requested clarification from DEP that this is not a less than 2 soil.  If clarification is received.  The Board will approve w/ Deed Restriction.  Sieve analysis & 1’ separation to groundwater. Motion made by Mr. McSweeney, second by Mr. Edgehille. Approve 3-0 ONLY IF CLARIFICATION FROM DEP IS RECEIVED.
c. 182 West Washington Street – Deed Restriction – Separation to groundwater 4’-3’. Motion made by Mr. McSweeney, second by Mr. Edgehille. Approve 3-0
d. 28 George Street – Deed Restriction – Sieve Analysis -Motion made by Mr. McSweeney,  to allow for the use of a sieve analysis in lieu of a perc test, second by Mr. Edgehille. Approve 3-0
6. Private Hauler Regulations – The Board discussed the Private Hauler Regulations that were adopted by the Board at their meeting on April 8, 2014.  A few residents came before the Board to discuss the regulation and the clause within the regulation that requires haulers to provide recycling and trash pickup as a bundled integrated service.  Janine Delaney came to the meeting to explain the Massachusetts Waste Ban and the requirement that haulers must separate recyclables. It is the law in Massachusetts.  A resident of Elm St. stated that she did not think she should have to pay a hauler for recycling.  She would like to have curbside via private hauler and bring her recyclables to the transfer station. If this is not permitted, she requested a rebate on her taxes.  A resident stated that he does not have an issue with recycling, he has curbside because he is working when the transfer station is open.  He would like to see later hours and Sunday hours.  He does not understand why his taxes are paying for something he does not use.  Mr. McSweeney explained that the Enterprise fund was set up at Town Meeting to make the Transfer Station self funded.  All money from the sale of orange bags and any money brought in from the transfer station i.e. metal, books & clothing recycling will go into the fund.  In theory, no money will come out of taxation to run the Transfer station once the enterprise fund is fully funded.  He also noted that Hanson as a Town recycles between 9% & 19%.  Thus putting the Town in violation of environmental regulations.  Some of the residents stated that they did not think it was fair to require the haulers to submit the quarterly reports.  They think it is an invasion of their privacy.  Mr. Anderson of Ocean Ave. stated that to his knowledge the Transfer Station has never been free to residents.  Now the Enterprise fund is requiring residents to pay twice.  Some of the residents do not think the Town should accept the PAYT grant.  Chairman Amado asked Ms. Delaney how many towns in the Commonwealth have failed with PAYT?  She stated no towns have tossed out PAYT.  Foxboro had some difficulties but that has been straightened out.  Several area communities are PAYT Plymouth, Duxbury, and Marshfield.  It increases recycling.  It saves the town thousands of dollars each year.  One resident stated that the crux of the matter is that none of the townspeople had any say in the decision to implement PAYT.  He stated he thinks it is against the MA Constitution not allowing the citizens the right to vote on the issue.  Mr. McSweeney noted that all residents have the right to attend town meeting.  The Enterprise fund was voted in at the previous town meeting.  The Townspeople have the option of voting to close the Transfer Station at the Town meeting.  Another resident asked if the regulation is etched in stone?  Chairman Amado stated that at this time nothing can be done to change the regulation.  Mr. Edgehille stated that when he voted for the regulation he did not know that it would touch every resident in Hanson.  He did not understand the impact it would have.  Several of the residents present want the Board to return the grant. A resident of Highland Terrace asked if the grant was reimbursement based?  Ms. Cocio explained that the grant is in fact reimbursement based.  Any invoices from FY 14 must be submitted by July 31, 2014.  The second submission is in FY15.  Nothing has been submitted as of yet.  $6,509.25 of the $18,000 has been spent.  Mr. McSweeney noted that returning the grant would prohibit the Town from applying for any additional grants for 3 years, Hanson could potentially miss out on a large amount of grant money in the coming years.  Mr. Edgehille asked the Board to vote to rescind the Private Hauler Regulations.  Mr. Edgehille stated the Private Hauler Regulations were never discussed and he was never informed that the regulation would impact every citizen in town.   Mr. Edgehille made a motion to rescind the Private Hauler Regulations.  There was no second.  The Regulation stands.  Mr. McSweeney asked Ms. Delaney to check with DEP to see if they town would in fact miss out on a three year grant cycle, should the town choose to return or not accept the grant.  Mr. McSweeney made a motion to adjourn and move the meeting upstairs to cover the other items on the agenda.  No second.  Mr. McSweeney made a motion close the discussion on the Private Hauler Regulations and to move onto the other items on the agenda, second by Mr. Edgehille.  3-0
7. Ms. Tramontana stated that she had received a complaint from Mr. Richard Ahola regarding Mr. Mark Vess at the Transfer Station.  Mr. Ahola felt he was being harassed and followed by Mr. Vess at the transfer station.  Mr. Vess was present and the Board asked if it could be tabled and held for the next meeting.  Mr. Vess agreed.

8. Mr. Vess stated that there was an issue at the transfer station that was currently under investigation from the Hanson Police Dept.  Mr. McSweeney stated that the Board cannot comment on an ongoing police investigation.

9. Chairman Amado would like to have the can & bottle room cleaned out on a regular basis.  Mr. Edgehille will contact the responsible company to clean out the room.

10. The Board is considering a swap shop at the transfer station.  Ms. Tramontana stated that she is not sure if there is enough room for such an area at the transfer station.  Mr. Edgehille will speak with the manager at the transfer station to see if it is a possibility.

11. Ms. Tramontana would like the Board to consider adding a request to the October Town Warrant for another full time position at the transfer station.  It presents a safety issue to only have one full time employee.

II. Old/Unfinished business:
1. Transfer Station – Mr. McSweeney made a motion to table until next meeting.

III. Any business that has come in since this agenda was posted:
IV. Update from staff on any business since the last Board of Health meeting
V. Adjournment
Motion to adjourn meeting made by Mr. Edgehille, Unanimous 3-0.
Meeting adjourned at 8:41 pm.
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